Engineers -participants of proclamation of the Republic of Latvia
The Republic of Latvia was founded a week after the end of the First World War, but the idea of own country was already in place. There was a similar situation also in other East and Central European countries. The repressed European nations had become a political factor and had a common ground: «They were cultural nations with democratic principles, with the unconquerable will and self-determination to fight for their freedom. Therefore, ensuring the existence of all these new nations went hand in hand with the struggle for freedom [1] .» Several dozen graduates and former students of RPI contributed to the defense of national independence in the struggle for freedom in Latvia, which lasted from 18 November 1918 until 11 August 1920, when the Latvian-Soviet Peace Treaty was signed. Many books, published articles and memoirs, and historians' studies were written about the events of those days. Less known are engineers, RPI graduates who have participated in the proclamation of the Republic of Latvia on 18 November 1918, because such research has not been carried out so far.
On 18 November 1918, at the Latvian National Theatre (then -the Riga Second City Theatre) the Republic of Latvia was proclaimed. A solemn meeting of 38 members of the People's Council from eight parties was held at the building designed by a graduate of the Department of Architecture (1881) of the Riga Polytechnicum Augusts Reinbergs . At this meeting an announcement was made that the power of sovereign state in Latvia is transferred to the People's Council. The People's Council was the interim legislator and from 17 November 1918, which continued the work that had been started by the «Latvian Provisional National Council», established on 29 November 1917 by the organisation of Latvian political parties of Valka city. Until 30 April 1920, the People's Council was the «temporary parliament» of the Republic of Latvia, the interim legislature. On 30 January 1918, the Latvian Provisional National Council adopted a resolution on the establishment of a united, independent and democratic Republic of Latvia [2] . Assessing the numerical composition of the members of the People's Council at the event of proclamation of the Republic of Latvia, it has to be concluded that 18 % were the graduates of the RP / RPI, to add a chemistry student K. Kurševics, who was not a graduate yet -the total amount leads to 21 %. Who were these «polytechnicans» participating at the proclamation event?
Of the six Departments (at present -Faculties), which were established at the Riga Polytechnicum in the 1860s, three should be mentioned -Departments of Chemistry, Trade, and Agriculture, that were the Departments from which the «polytechnicans» participating at the event of the proclamation of the Republic of Latvia had graduated. Miķelis Bružis (1868-1941) who studied chemistry and graduated from the Department of Technical Chemistry of the Riga Polytechnicum, can be seen in the first row in the photograph of the event of proclamation of the Republic of Latvia on 18 November 1918 taken by Vilis Rīdzinieks [6] . After graduating from the Department of Technical Chemistry After the Second World War, S. Paegle lived in Germany [7] . The engineer took active part in various societies, he was into collecting art and gardening. S. Paegle planted extensive alleys of apple trees, lime trees and maple trees, established a tree nursery at his homeland in Kalnabeites village (Sigulda municipality). There were about 10 000 different trees and shrubs in the garden. [10] . During the interwar period, his work was closely linked to the Government of the Republic of Latvia -V. Gulbis was elected to the 3rd and 4th Saeima, acted as the Minister of Agriculture (1928; 1930 -1931 1931 [1934] [1935] [1936] [1937] [1938] [1939] . Historian Rihards Treijs acknowledged that the post of the Minister of Education was «neither close to heart, nor liked» by the high-class agriculture professional V. Gulbis [11] . Perhaps this is why agronomist V. Although the authors do not have any information on the relationship between O. Nonācs and J. Kukk, presumably they were very friendly. Possibly the Estonian study fellows encouraged O. Nonācs' special interest in Estonians and their history and culture, as he was a member and the chairman of the board of the Latvian-Estonian Association, and the Editor-in-Chief of the association's monthly journal (1935) (1936) (1937) (1938) (1939) [13] . On 18 November 1918, Oto Nonācs participated in the event of proclamation of the Republic of Latvia [14] . He was Deputy of the 1st and 2nd Saeima, is the author of a number of books on the history of Latvia, including the establishment of the Republic of Latvia, about the restoration of Poland, about Sigulda and its surroundings, about a publicist and linguist Fricis Garais. O. Nonācs was a versatile personality, he was published in various newspapers, was an editor of the newspaper «Līdums» (1915) (1916) (1917) (1918) and Editor-in-Chief of the «Valdības Vēstnesis» («Government Messenger») (1919) (1920) . He experienced the repressions of the Soviet power, and his life ended in 1942 in Russia. The life of the lawyer and public employee and participant of the event of proclamation of the Republic of Latvia, Kārlis Kurševics (1874-1938), is different from the above-mentioned life stories. He studied chemistry at RPI (1900) (1901) (1902) and during study years he was in the revolutionary movement. He did not finish his studies in Riga and went to Switzerland and studied medicine and law at Zurich University. For a short time when back in Latvia, he wrote articles for the Liepāja newspaper «Dzīve» («Life») (1909) (1910) the Latvian publishing house «Imanta» in St. Petersburg (1908 Petersburg ( -1909 . He worked at the Moscow Latvian Culture Office, and after the revolutionary events in 1917, was a member of the Board of Vidzeme Land Council in Russia and, on his mission, travelled to St. Petersburg to demand the autonomy of Latvia [17] . Although K. Kurševics participated in the proclamation of the Republic of Latvia and supported the idea of the independent state of Latvia, after the Latvian War of Independence, he with his family moved to Soviet Russia in 1920 and joined the Communist Party. He is the only participant of the event of proclamation of the Republic of Latvia, who died (1938) in unjustified repressions during the Stalin's cult of personality in Russia [18] .
Evidences from former students of the Riga Polytechnicum / Riga Polytechnic Institute on the founding of the Republic of Latvia in 1918
Today the events of 18 November 1918 are evidenced by the studies and documents of historians. RPI graduates have given a significant input by having written testimonies about the event. The founding of the Republic of Latvia was described by the graduates of the Riga Polytechnic Institute Spricis Paegle and Oto Nonācs. The book «Kā Latvijas valsts tapa» («How the State of the Republic of Latvia was Created»), published in 1923 by the chemist Spricis Paegle, tells not only about the establishment of the state but also the road to national independency -starting with the revolution of 1905, the years after the revolution, Latvians in the First World War, the idea of the independence of Latvia… At the end of the study, engineer S. Paegle described the time after the state was established until the meeting of the Constitutional Assembly of Latvia on 1 May 1920. The book has had two more editions -in 1939 and 1985, with the same number of pages (382) maintained in all three publications. The book by Spricis Paegle was based on personal experiences and observations and made it possible to reflect the history of the state of Latvia as objectively as it was already at that time, in 1923, that various people tried to distort it and even falsify for various purposes [19] .
Ten The Provisional Government of Latvia had to start its activities under difficult conditions, which were briefly outlined by O. Nonācs in the book: «The epoch after 18 November was the most muddled time in the history of Latvia, when the achievement of 18 November had to stand the most difficult. The proclamation of the state was a signal for all open and secret enemies of the Latvian people to rebel against the ultimate goal of the people's efforts. The already shaken occupation power sought and found support in the bolshevism, and both of these completely opposite powers got along in their common negative objective -to destroy the State of Latvia [21] .» [23] .
There were many people present in the hall during the proclamation of the Republic of Latvia, but there was no list of those being present. It is well known that on 18 November 1918, a former student of the Department of Engineering and Chemistry of RPI, Fridrihs Zommers (Vasarietis from 1940; 1881-1973), was also present at the National Theatre House during the proclamation event and was «responsible for order and security during the proclamation event [24] .» An entrepreneur, diplomat, lieutenant colonel 
